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THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE TOWN OS PARISH 
OF DUNDEE 


' ESPECIALLY TO THOSE THAT BELONG 


TO THE OVERGATE DISTRICT, 
IN TESTIMONY OF THE MOST, SINCERE 
AND PERMANENT CONCERN / ti 
FOR THEIR PROSPERITY AND HABPINESS) 
THE FOLLOWING SERMON 
IS INSCRIBED, 

77ͤö;k ns 

THEIR AFFFCTIONATE PASTOR | . 


AND EVER OBEDIENT SERVANT 


IN THE LORD JESUS, 
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SERMON, 


Jop 20, 21; 


But » ye Seiden, building 15 yourſelves 
on your moſt boly faith, praying in 

the holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves i in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy 
of o our Lord Jeſus Chrijt, unto eter- 
nal 14 


. HE epiſite of which theſe words are 


a part, was written at a time when 
certain ungodly men had crept in- 
0 the church, who turned the grace of 


God into licendioutnets, and denied the 
[6 only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus 


* Chrit;” who * defiled the fleth, deſpiſ- 
* ed dominion, and ſpake evil of digni 
* ties, and walked after their own luſts.“ 

To ſecure the faithful from being ſeduced 

into theſe pernicious errors, ſeems to have 


been the main deſign of the holy Spirit in 
a 1 


MP # * 
LEY 1 6 bir 
ty, > 


this part of the ſacred writings. For this 


purpoſe the inſpired penman puts them in 


mind of the words that had been ſpoken 


before by the apaſtles of the Lord; how | 


they told them that“ there ſhould be mock 
« ers in the laſt time, walking after their 
„ own ungodly luſts;” and he does not 
heſitate to affirm, that theſe were ſome of 
the perſons whom they had in their view, 
After having warned his Chriſtian 'breth- 
ten of the danger to. which they ſtood ex- 
poſed from this quarter, he gives them the 
moſt, ſuirable directions for their ſecurity 
and c mfort, in the words of the text: But 


d vw %* w 


« ye beloved,” building up yourſelves on 
e your molt holy faith, praying in the ho- 


3 Gholt, keep. yourſelyes in the love of 
« God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
« Jeſus. Chriſt unto eternal life.“ 
I am ſorry to obſerve, that the circum: 
Rances in which we are placed are ſo ſi mi- 
Jar i in this reſpect to the ſituation of thoſe 
early Chriſtians; and e that thi 
exhortation is ſo very applicable to us in 


| 


ats utmoſt extent and meaning. But as thi 
Ss unhappily, our preſent condition, it 1s 
from a ferious perſuaſion of the. difficulty 
of maintaining the Chriſtian character i in 
uch rircumlances, and of the hazard 

| which 


, > * 


which you run of being ruined by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of lin, that ! propoſe a 419 to 


e upon 7 


. 


In the words themſelves we have theſe 
two particulars : - | 


I, What ſhould be the great object of, 


your concern, as Chriſtians, in your, jour- 
ney through this world; namely, t9:Keep: 
yourſelves in the love of God. 


E, 


uin this heavenly and diſtingui{ſſing: tem- 


per; which is, by building up yougtelves. 7 
on your moſt holy faith, prayisg in the; 


holy-Ghoft, and looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. 

And to illuſtrate and apply theſe two par- 
ticulars, ſhall be the en, of the follows, 
ing diſcourſe, 


C's 


4 


The firſt thing en to be conſidered; is, 
that it ſhould be the great object of your; 
concern, as Chriſtians, to keep yourſelves” 
in the love of God. l hope it is uanecel- 
fary to fpend much of your time upon this 
part of the ſubject: you are not no to be in- 
formed, that the love of God muſt always 
be the; ſum and ſubſtance of true religion 
fn every period « of the church. This 1 is that 
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The way in which you may. main- 
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Jaw which was written upon the heart of 


man at his creation, in obedience to which 
is ſhould have been perfectly holy and 
appy through immortal ages: and though 
we have fallen from this. divine affection 
by our apoitacy and gailt, vet it is the great 
deſign of the goſpel to recover us again 
unto it, and Brings us under its ne 
power. 
But I underſtand the expr ellen here more 
eſpecially to denote the lively and vigo- 
rous exerciſe of all the reli gious and devout 
affections in the ſoul of a Chriſtian; and 
that the exhortation to thoſe FRO | to 

keep 'themſelves in the love of God, 
1 mediately refers to the danger they were 
in of becoming faint and languid by reaſon 
of the wickedne(s which prevailed around 
them, Our bleſſed Saviour delivered a pre- 
diction, which, though it ſcems to relate 
to a particular period, yet has been often 
accompliſhed in the experience of the ſaints; 
That “ becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the 
love of many ſhall wax cold *.“ This 
muſt always be the caſe in a time of gene- 
ral corruption, when the people of God 
have _ conſiderable intercourſe with the 
8 4 world 


2 


* | 2 Matth, xxiv. 124 
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we Vacant hour alike; and when, by pe 


E 
world. Such is the ſtructure of the hu- 
man mind, that the frequent repetition of 
Feel diminiches our ſenſe of the e- 
vil of it, and conſequently makes us leſs 
fearful of | its approach, and leſs anxious to 
ſecure ourſelves againſt it. And therefore, 
when a- perſon 1s much accuſtomed to be- 
hold the conver ſation of the wicked, the 
effect of it muſt either be, to drive him 
from their ſociety, or make him in ſome 
meaſure to conform to their ungodly be- 
haviour, 1 

The danger 1 am now ſpeaking of is 
chiefly to be found in places of no very 


great extent, where people of all ſorts of 
characters are connected together, and 
where cuſtom has unhappily eſtabliſhed a 


promiſcuous intercourſe among them. In 


{uch ſituations we ſeldom meet with per- 
ſons who have judgement and fortitude e- 
nough to deviate from the common and 
prevailing practice; and this i is one of the 
principal cauſes why religion. in the ſouls 
of many, continues in ſo unflouriſhing a 
ſtate. Indeed how can it he otherwiſe, when” 


people of ſuch various and oppoſite tem- 
pers conſort together, when they are en- 


gaged in the ſame amuſements, and ſpend 
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tual. .compljances; they endeavour, but in. 


vain, to make the moſt jarrin g and incon- 


gi UOUs diſpoſitions 10 harmonize? Such a 


Habit of reſtraint cannot but be very un- 
friendly to the ſpiritual intereſts of the 


ſaints. It is an additional weight impoſed 
upon the religious principle, which has e- 


nough to check it already from the influ- 
ence. of remaining corruption. And when 
they have little opportunity of hearing 2 
ny thing but the language of che world, 


except when it is publicly contradicted in 


the church, is it any wonder, that the 


ſprings of piety. and devotion ſhould be re- 
laxed within them, and that the ardour of 
their purſuit after the great inviſible objects 


of eternity ſhould begin toabate? © Can the 
t flag grow without water?” Or can a de- 
licate exotic be nurſed up without the moſt 
tender care, amidſt the 11g0Uurs of an in- 


hoſpitable climate? Juſt ſo religion, which 
is by no means congenial to the natural, 


| tendencies of the human mind, can never 
arrive at any conſiderable degree of vigour, 


without being either miraculouſly pro- 
tected amidſt the rude and i injurious aſſaults: 
of the wicked, or put as enn as r | 


beyond their reach. 


pon this. account it is, that-in- n 


and 
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and populous cities, where it is impoſſible 
to maintain a general correſpondence, and 
where every perſon is left to ſelect compa- 
nions ſuited to his own particular genius 
and difpofitions, there is a remarkable di- 
ſtinction to be obſerved between the righ- 
teous and the wicked. Each party follow. 
ing out their own principles and views, per- 
ceive the impropriety, and indeed, abfur⸗ 
dity of cramping and fettering their incli- 
nations by the preſence of thoſe who are 
of an oppoſite character. And therefore it 
is found, that, as in theſe places, there are 
perhaps the moſt finiſhed examples of wick 
edneſs that are any where to be met with, 
ſo there are likewiſe the mot lively and the 
moſt active Chriſtians. The reaſon of” this 
is. plain to every attentive enquirer: for as 
they have no more connection with the 
world than what is neceſſiry for carrying 
on their ſecular affairs, the freedom of their 
intercourſe one with another muſt ruſe 
their emulation, and tend greatly to pro- 
mote their mutual comfort and joy; whife 
the horrors of that impiety with which 
they are every where ſurrounded, will ſerve 
only as 4 ftimulus. to make 2 fortify 
themſelves againſt it. . ty 
Therefore I have often chought, that of 
all 


* 


F 


1 4 


all the temptations to which a Ch riſtian » 
expoſed from his connection with che 
world, perhaps none is more dangerom 
than that which ariſes from the ſociety of 
thoſe who are outwardly regular and de- 
cent in their deportment, but, at the ſame 


time, are ſtrangers to the influence Ot real 


religion upon the heart. Here is nothing 
to be ſeen which can ſhock the teelings of 
a pious mind. On the Contrary, all 1s pro- 
miſing and hopeful, and invites to a plea- 

ſant and not unprofitable. in tercourſe. | but 
it is from this very eireumſtance, that the 
danger chiefly | ariſes. For as religion, in 
theſe perſons, can be nothing | but a redious 
round of heartleſs formalities, And as cha- 


Tity obliges us to entertain a fayourable o- 


pinion concerning them; the frequency of 


their converſation, which ſtill mult pro- 
eeed upon the princi ples and maxims of the 
world, muſt have a power ful, though 1 im- 
perceptible tendency, to cool the fervour of 
every holy affection, and to reduce us to 
the ſame Rate of careleſs indifference with 


| themſelves, And when profli gateneſs and 


- formality come to be the prevailing char ac- 
tiers of any people, as they certainly are a 


engt us at Preſent, it muſt be 2 70 8 
8 : 3 difficult 
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di cult for the real people of God to mains. 
tain. their ground. 
vou ſee the en, brethren, how well the 
exhortation in "the text is ſuited to your 
particular circumſtances, and how much 
it {hould be your concern, who are encom- 
pailed about with fo many dangers, to keep 
yourlelves . in the love of God. I nope you | 
are diſpoſed to make this the object of 
your principal ſtudy, and are anxious to be 
dir ected in ſych an important buſineſs; and 
therefore! now go on upon the ſecond part 
of the ſubject, to ſhew you how you may 
maintain this heavenly and diſtinguiſhing | 
temper... „Thie apoſtle directs vou to do it, 
by building up yourſelyes on your. moſt 
holy fait —by praying in tlie holy ghoſt 
and looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life. Each of theſe 
We bet. deſerves to be diſtinctly illuſts 


fared. 


The TY is, that you are to endeavour to 
keep yourſelves in the love of God, or to 
maintain the ſpifitand life of reli gion with⸗ 
in you, by building up yourſelyes on your 
moſt holy faith. This is a direction 7 
ene of the greatelt moment, * 


belong to them? And do, we not find, that 
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Hot to be commonly attended to, or under- 
food. There are many who think that if 
they have a general notion of the eſſenti- 
al doctrines of the gofpel, and can diſ- 
tinguiſh them from what is ſpurious, and 
of human invention, they need go no fur- 
ther, becauſe this is ſufficient for ſalvati- 
on; while others give themfelves little con- 
cern, whither what they believe in matters 
of religion be true or falſe, founding their 
hopes of the divine acceptance chief upon 
the virtues of a well ſpent life. One can- l 
not help being ſurpriſed to hear perſons, . 
by no means deficient in natural under- 
landing and ſagacity, talking upon this f. 
ſubject in a manner in which they would 
be aſhamed to talk upon any other art or 
ſcience, whatever. Is not truth the great 
object which the human mind purſues in 
all its inveſtigations? Where is the man of 
inquiry, who would reckon it of no con- 
ſequence what ſyſtem he adopted in philo- 
ſonhy. in · hiſtory. in government, or even 
in the ordinary conduct of lite? Do we not 
ee people every day contending about theſe 
 fubjedts with the greateſt zeal, and at paint 
to ſettle the minuteft circumſtances which 


ws ec Lo. ents ens LEA 


——L cannot be ſatisfied," without 
| TE i perſuading 


C 1 


perſuading itſelf, at leaſt, that it has arrived 
at the truth; although it muſt be confeſſed 
chat it is often employed upon ſuch trifling 
| and inſigniſicant objects as appear equally 
ridiculous and contemptible? But as reli- 
gion is a ſcience which is wholly practical, 

and provides not only for our comfort in 
the preſent world, but for our happineſs 1 in 


to us to be rightly inſtructed in it. And 
I let me. obſerve, that thoſe perſons who ati 
fect to make light of the ſacred doctrines 


4 pon it; becauſe none are readier to cry out 


have a ſimilar and correſponding energy? 
This, by the way, is a further confutation 
of the above unreaſonable and deluſive 


* $:00d and holy practice without proceeding 
* gtrom the principles of true religion within 
$5; ſo that the Judgment even of the men 


the next, it mull be of the laſt conſequence 


I which it contains, do only condemn them= 
ſelves in the judgment which they paſs u- 


againſt the pernicious effects of ſuperſtiti- 
on and enthuſiaſm, in corrupting the man- 
ners of mankind. Now, if falſe principles 
of Hof religion have ſuch a powerful influence 
over the human heart, (ſhould not the truth 
0- of God itſelf, when it is ſincerely believed, 
and received into the ſoul, be allowed to 
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maxim, as it ſhews that there can be no 


Preſſions of the precious doctrines of the 
ing further improvements, and therefore 
their ſpiritual affections continue in a very 
low and languiſhing ſtate. It is indeed er- 
| tremely difficult to ſuppoſe a want. of reli- 


E beauty and excellency of the goſpel have 


«ciple is certainly very weak and inactive Thi! 


* 


RT 


of au 1 5 ought in all con- 
liſtency, to accord with the doctrine of ſerip- 
ture upon this point, when it aſcribes a re- 
newing and ſanctifying influence to tlie 
truth. If ye know the ruth,”  fays Our 
Saviour to his diſciples, 8 the truth ſhall 
* make you free.“ And! in another place, 
„Now are ye clean throug gh $ he word which 
« I have ſpoken i unto you.“ ; And i in his ! in- 
terceſſory prayer for them, Sanctify them 
„through thy truth; thy word i is truth.“ 
But 1 muſt turn my diſcourſe again. to 
thoſe who : are properly the objects of it; [ 
mean perſons who have ſome general im- 


goſpel, but are top little aſſiduous in mak- 


gious curioſity, as may calli it, or of a chit {t 
fer religious knowledge in thoſe to whom the 


ever been truly revealed. And yet this prin- 


the ſouls of many: otherwiſe it is impoſl- 
ble to account for their continuing from 
vear to year. under the means of inſtruct 


on, without makin g any real or vilible a 


"I {s 
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. 
greſs. This is a cir cumſtance al deſerves 
to be ſerioully pondered by us, whoſe office 
it is to teach you theſe heavenly truths; 
leaſt we mould not illuſtrate them with that 
plainnels, nor preſs them with that earneſt- 
nels which may be beſt ſitted to the uſe of 
edifying. But it does in no reſpect alle vi- 
ate or excuſe your blame. For if you were 
exerciſing earneſt deſires and endeavours to 
obtain further diſcoveries of ſpiritual ob- 


Jes, it is not to be doubte: 1 bur God would 


find out proper inſtruments and means of 
conveyin g the knowled ge of them to vor 


minds. l 5 
I pretend not to A e What preciſe 


degree of knowledge may be ſufficient for 
5 falvation. Perhaps this may vary conſider- 
ably, accordin g to the different characters of 
men, and the particular firuations in which 
they may be placed. Perſons of very ſtrong 


and violent Patltons, will probably ſtand in 


755 of more affecting diſcoveries of rhe 
morives of religion, to correct the impe- 


tuoſity of their temper, and prevent thera 


from running into extravaganee, than thole 
Who are of mild and gentle diſpoſitions. 


And perſons who are placed in very diffi- 


| cult and hazardous ſituations, will require 
more of that * ” Wigan which is profita- 
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* ble to direct. as well as of that fort: 'tude 


which ariſes from a lively perception of 


the great objects of eternity, to preſerve 
them from making * ſhipwreck of the 
„faith, and of a good conſcience, than 
others who are in circumſtances compara- 
tively ſafe and eaſy: 80 that this is a queſ- 
tion, which it is, perhaps, impoſſible for 
any mortal to decide But [ am certain that 
it the Knowledge of the truth be good far 
any thing at all; if it be, as the ſcripture 
aſſures us it is, the means of ſanctifying 
and ſaving a ſinful and periſhing world ; 

the more we make proficiency in this 1 im. 
portant knowledge, and feel the impreſſi- 
ons of it upon our hearts, we muſt be the 


more 6 delivered from the bondage of 


corruption,“ and reſtored * into the glo- 
66 « rious liberty of the children of God.” 
A very ſmall reflection may convince you 


of this. What is it chat firſt brings the ſin- 


ner to Chriſt, that he may obtain ſalvation! 
Is it not a perſuaſion of his own loſt and 


miſerable ſtate. by nature; and that he, and 


he alone, is both able and willing to ſave 


him? And muſt not the ſame principle, 
gradually unfolded, make him to abide in 


- him. continually, and improve him for all 
. the e of his lanctification and peace? 


What 


1 9 f 


That is it that fills the believer with grati- 
tude to his benevolent and divine Redeem- 
er, and binds him with the ſtron geſt ties of 


obligation to him? Is it not a ſenſe of his 
unmerited and ſtupendous love ſhed a- 


broad upon his heart by the holy Ghoſt? 
and is it any thing elſe than a growing 


perception of the excellency and glory of 


God, as he has revealed himſelf to us in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt, that makes us to 
delight in communion with him, and de- 
fire above all things to be transformed in- 
to his image? : 

It were caſy to ſhew, that all the com- 
mandments of God would be of no effect, 


were it not for the manifeſtation of thoſe 


truths which are connected with them. For 
inſtance, the command ment to hate and 
abſtain from ſin, could never be obeyed, 


without a diſcovery of its inherent turpi” 


tude and malignity. The commandment 
to love the Lord with all our heart, would 
have no ſort of efficacy upon us at all. with 
out a diſcovery of his infinite amiableneſs 
to excite and draw forth our affections to 
him, — Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the 
principles of real holineſs : in the ſoul.; and 
the more we can keep in view theſe in vig 


bible. realities, and the more clearly we 
a” 


4 

: 
1 
. 
* 1 
if 
. 
8 
2 
4 
pf 
pA 


q 


>. 2250 


n 
S 


. * Oe, r 
rr 


- 
1 o A 
4 Mt Sand 
rr 
o 


* 


a of 


are enabled to take a ſurvey of them, che 
more we muſt be under cheir prevailing 
power. | in 

- Accordingly it is LES IN bg that the 
ſcripture always ſuppoſes progreſs: in the 


fpiritual life, to be neceſſarily connected 


with advancement j in religious knowledge; 
this being, as it were, the food by Which it 
is 8 up to perfection. % We look 

6 ' fays the apoſtle, 8 at the things 
10 ik are ſeen, but at the things 


„ which. are. not ſeen „ Ant therefore, 


though our outward man perith, yet the 
+ inward man is renewed day by day.“ 

And again; © We all, with open face; be- 
66 holding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the 
& Lord; are chan gecl into the ſame image, 
66 from glory to glory, even as hy the {parit 
« of the Lord.“ Chriſtians likewiſe are 
exhorted to © grow in grace; and in the 
© knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chritt, 


% whom to know is life eternal;” and in 


the: text they are directed . to keep them- 
ſelves in the love of God, by building up 
« themſelves on their moſt holy faith; 

fill adding new degrees of religious knows 
Jedge; juſt as a perſon who is employed 


in rk an Houle. or r temple, adds one 


ſtone 


8 * 
— 3 * 


1 1 


the 

ing. done unte another, without which the - 
\ Wuilding could never be completed. 

the I 1 haye only further to obſerve. upon this 

the Part of the ſubject, that this beautiful me- 


tapNor, ? which the apoſtle makes uſe of, 
ſuppoſes, that the foundation be firmly... 
laid upon the Rock of Ages, in whom a- 
Jane all gur hopes of Mercy and happineſs 
muſt reſt; that the ſtructure to be raiſed | 
gs upon it, conſiſt of all the precious truths . 
re, Wand doctrines of the goſpel; and that the 
he Wiouls of believers, by pious and deligheful. 
p.! meditation, dwell cdazinually among them, 
e- Jas the means of their ſecurity and com- 
he fort in this evil world, till they receive the 
e, mercy of the Lord unto eternal life. 
rn RE | | 
re . Let-us, now. türn our attention, to the e- | 
ne cond direction which the apoſtle offers, — 

t, That you are t keep yourſelyes i in the love 
of God, or endeavour to maintain the life 
and ; Pow-er ot religion within you, by 
praying in the holy Ghoſt. — The proprie- 
u with which this direction is introduced, 
is too ſtriking to paſs unobſerved. The 
doctrines of the goſpel, when they are ſet. 
4 home with power upon the. conſcience, 
C ſeem to be the firſt movers of the ſoul 1 in, 


a en of; religion. They. awaken and a a- 
| "Mt larch 
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larm us, all henumbed and ſtupified with 
corruption; they make us to feel our dan- 
ger, and teach us the only method of re- 
covery from it. But theſe very doctrines 
likewiſe inform us, that as the bleſſings of 
redemption are, by the appointment of 
the Father, treaſured up in Chriſt, to be 
beſtowed freely upon his people, we can- 
not procure them by any art or endea- 
vours of our own; but muſt daily exer- 


ciſe a humble dependence on Chriſt, to- 


gether with earneſt fupplications at the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain them. 


Therefore the apoſtte directs us to be in- 
Rant in prayer, after having firſt exhorted 


us to build up ourfelves on our moſt holy 
faith; where we not only learn the import- 
ance and neceflity of this duty, and the 
manner in which it ſhould be performed, 


but like wife are e with ern 


for 18 
It deſerves farthes to be reinarkad; how 


much the exerciſes of piety and (devotion, 
which the goſpel requires, are adapted to 


the feehngs of the human heart, and in 


| ſome reſpects, indeed, are grafted upon 


them. Nothing is more natural to men, 
than to apply to inviſible power for relief, 


* occahion ot an y * or. calamity 
| why. 


b ; Fg 
4 LY * a 


„ 


wich ch we are viſited, This the: Pſal- 
miſt deſcribes. in a very graphical manner, 
pl. cvii. 26. in the caſe of thoſe who are ex- 
poſed to imminent danger upon the great 


waters; © They mount up to rhe heaven; 


they go dawn again io the depths ; their 
& foul is melted becauſe of trouhle. They 
reel ta and fro, and ſtagger like a drun- 
4 ken man, and are at their wit's end. 

Then they cry unto the Lord, in their 
10 trouble, and he bringeth them out of 
i their diſtreſſes.“ There is another paſſage 
to the ſame purpoſe, PL. Ixzviit 34. Whea 
he ſlew them then they ſought him, and 
p they. returned and enquired carly after 

God; and they remembred that God was 
„their. rock, and the high God their e- 
deemer. Nevertheleſs, they, did flatter 
* him with; their mouth, and they lied 
* unto him with their tongucs. For their 
„heart was not right with him; nenner 


were they ſteclfadt in his coveaant,” it 


appears then, that wicked men eail upon 
God in the time of their calamicy, as weil 


as. the ſaints. But here lies the diſtinguiſh- 


ing difference between their prayers. The 


one is only the language of nature; where- 


a8. the other · is the inſpiration of the holy 
co And therefore, while the wicked 


C 2 | are 
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„ ought, but the ſpirit itfelf maketh in 
64 terceſſion for us, with groanin gs whici 
Cannot be utrered.” "And he that ſearch- 
«© eth the Hearts,” knoweth” what is the 


E081 
are impelled to court the favour of the 
Almighty, merely by the terrors of his 
vengeance, the righteous draw near und 
him as their exceeding joy. They come 
with humble confidence and hope, Pati: 
ently ſubmitting to the will of his Provi- 
dence; and deſir ing nothing more than 
- that he would cauſe the light of His coun. 
tenance to thine upon them, and make all 
things co-operate t to e their Fpiritus 1 
benefit. e es . 

It is needleſs to enter into a tedious ex- 
planation of what the apoſtle means, by 
directing us to pray in the holy Ghok, 
as both ſcripture” and experience teach us| 
that we are unable to prefer our petitions 
to him, in any proper or acceptable 
manner, without his gracious aſſiflance. 
Hear what the apoſtle Paul ſays,” Rom. 
viii: 26, 27. 5 $6 Likewiſe the Spirit all 
„ helpeth our infirmities; for 'we Eno 


% not what we ſhonld pray For às we 


„ mind of the Spirit; becauſe he maketh 


* interceſſion for the ſaints, according tc 


i, the will r Gor”: 2 Enbwd that this 


— 


Sw 5 pallag 


K 25 4] 
the 232 has been looked upon as hard to 


Tels for us, by interceding in our behalf, 
ail contrary to what the ſcripture. hath ' ſaid, 
vill "that there is but one mediator between 
hal © God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſas?” 

un Put chis difficulty will entirely evaniſh if 


all we attentively' conſider the apoſtle's words, 
ua For the Spirit is not here ſaid to intercede 
bor us in the ſtrict and proper mean- 
ex-M 'ing of that expreſſion, as is evident from 
bl the manner in which he makes inter- 


oft, ceſſion; which is by groanings which 


| ul cannot be uttered. - But the Spirit 


ond himſelf does not groan. ' He only ex- 
able cites theſe ardent deſires and affections in 
nee our ſouls which give riſe to this exter- 
on. nal ſign. So that the whole meaning 
al of the interceſſion of the Spirit in our 


gouf behalf, conſiſts in his helping our in- 


ve FfFirmities teaching us what things we 
in ſhould pray for as we ought — enabl- 
nich ing us to order our cauſe! before God, 
ch- - and filling our mouths with arguments 
the] but chiefly in his over-powering the mind. 
:ethſl - ſometimes, to ſuch a degree, that we 
gt "tannar expreſs our deſires and petitions 
bi - rag articulate * and there- 


1 


2 underitood ; as it ſeems to make the 
nie holy Spirit to ack the pirt' of a mediator 


fore 
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fore muſt give vent to them by groan; 
.ings; which he who knows what is 


the mind of the Spirit, will ſhew that 


he can well interpret, by ſending Us 
an anſwer of peace. 


The ſame thing is further confirmed by | 


the; experience; ot the ſaints. How often do 
:yau,. my friends, feel not only 1 the utility, 
but even the neceflit ty of the aſſiſtance of 
the ſpirit, in your devotions? when 
he with-holds his. enlightenin g and enliv- 
ning energies, are not your. minds in- 
ſtantly beclouded your hearts ſtraiten- 
ed and oppreſſed — and all the powers 
of religion within you at once enteebled 
and ſhut up? But when he beitows his 


kind and genial influence, how delight- 
ful the change which is immecllalcly 


produced. then your prayers are i ſet 


* forth before him as incenſe” — —your 


fouls: are lifted up to him upon the 


wings of faith, and hope, and charity, 
and every heaven born grace — and you 


are taught better than, by a thouſand 


arguments, What is the meaning of that 
—— *. That where the Spirit of the 


Lond: © is, there | is 1 An is that 


And it 


2276841 | is 


Far 1 


is what the ap tits means by Chriſtians 
praying in he” Holy Ghoſt. wks... 
The happy tendency of this pious ex- 
erciſe to increaſe and ſtrengthen the re- 
ligious principle, is evident, almoſt, with- 
out any illuſtration. Frayer is the great 


appointed means of deriving ſpiritual | 
bleſſings from God. He has promiſed 


| to beitow them upon thoſe that aſk him; 
i and has directed us to come unto him 
chat we may receive them. If any 
man lack wiſdom;“ that is, ſpiritual 
heavenly wiſdom, the beſt of all bleſ- 
ſing s, © let him 2k of God, who giveth 
; © t all liberally, and upbraiderh. not, 
| he and it ſhall be given hun.” I MW 
? But prayer is not only the appoin ted means 
of obtaining ſpiritual bleſſings; it has like-; 
wiſe a direct and .immediate efficacy up- 
on the heart. It keeps the ſoul attentive. 
to its everlaſting intereſts, and impreſſes it. 
with the importance of inviſible objects. Do 
you ſee a man deeply penetrated with & 
ſenſe of ſin, coming unto God, and ear- 
neſtly implorin 8 his mercy to pardon him, 
a and his grace to deliver him from it; 
muſt he not, ſo long as he retains theſe 
ſentiments, keep at a diſtance from a 
it thing which he conſiders as the * 
5 "4 | | O 
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of all oy IN and, in ſome reſuzht, As: tid 
only evil that can befal him? Do you ſee 
him ſolemnly renouncing all tempor al en- 
joyments, as vain and unfatisfying, . and, 
cleaving | to God, as; his only portion; if 
he carry this frame along with him into. 
the world, will it not farmount the temp- 
tations which arife from its deceitful al- 
juremenits? and muſt not the frequent 
contemplation of the higheſt perfection, | 
have a ſtrong, though ſilent influence in 
forming us into a divine character, and 
making us like wnts God! Theſe are cer- 
tainly the natural effects of 4 devout and 


pious diſpoſition. And wherever it 


dominates in any great degree, it will 4 


fail. to 8 end in Toma: conver{.ation 
and the tifs.. 4} 1 

"IF, thbrefve? 506 dae ee sed this foie 
kit of grace and fupplication, you cannot 
be too careful to improve ſuch à precious 
beneſit. You! ſhould continue in prayer, 
and watch in the fame with all perſever- 
ance. Tou thoutd labour to maintain, as 
much as poſſible, a devotional frame, and 
ft up ydur ſouls. unto God in pious ejacu- 
tions upon every occafion; adoring his 
_ Infinite Majeſty, praiſing him for his mer- 
f 4. roqueltings new dupplics, of Sea 


29 4 
F ind inſtruction from him, according. to 


the par ticular duties or trials to wick you 
may be called, This attentive obſervation 


and improvement of the conduct of pro 


preſence of God. It will make you to lead 
à life of communion with him. And as 


erery faculty of the ſoul is ſtrengthened 


to all thoſe ſentiments and affections, of 


which He is the object, cannot but invigo- 


1 
nate theſe holy dilpoſitions, and make you 


ny 5 


portant directions; which is, that you ſhould 
keep yourſelves in the love of God, by 
looking for the mercy of our Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, ullto eternal life The meaning of 


WT... 


.- | The apoſtle had certainly in his eye, to re- 
 ctomtnend to Chriſtians the ſerious contem- 
s | plation of the divine mercy, not in its 
d. progreſs; but in its final confummation; in 
- | the-exalted; perpetual felicity of the hea» 
is | venly ſtate, This is particularly called the 
Imerey of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto e- 
eternal life; becauſe the ſcripture repre- 
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vience, will keep you continually i in "A 
hy exerciſe, the full ſcope. which is given 


more ſpiritual and goes minded every ö 


Has. being me to the lat of theſe 1 im- 


this direction is eaſy to be underſtood. 
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ſents that ineſtimable privilege as not only 
purchafed, but diſpenſed by him. This 


4, 


is the record,” fays. the apoſtle John, 
&« 


that God has given to us eternal life; 
* and this life is in his Son * * And ſays 
our Lord himſelf, © As thou haſt given 
* him power over all fleſh, that he {ould 
cs give eternal life to as 8 thou haſt 
66 given him +.” 


It would be going beyond thi baunds of 


this diſcourſe, to attempt a deſcription ot 


that inconceivable happineſs... All that 


the ſubje& requires is, to point out the 
great utility and benefit of a devout and 
holy contemplation of-it, amidft the dif- 
ficulties and trials of this evil world. And 
it we conlider it aright, it will appear that 
no exerciſe of the mind is more immedi- 


Ately and more ſtrongly fitted to bear down 
the influence of indwelling corruption, to 


diyeſt tempiation of all its force, and to 


| ſupport us under the moſt diftreſing cala 


mities that can befal us. This, however, 


is not to be expected as the effect of a di- 


Rant ideal ſpeculation, the uſeleſs effort 
of our natural reaſon. For the Objects that 


are we. ! introduced, like all the other 


ei ene 375520 wyfſlerics 
1 7 5 ak 5 * 8 0 i | 
* x John v. 11. + John xvii. 2. 
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myſteries of revelation, are of ſo perutiar 
a quality, that they will erer elude its mot 
zfiduous_ reſeareh. It is only when they 
are unfolded tous by the Spirit, that we 
are enabled to perceive. waat they really 
are, And as this can never be done till 
the ſoul be quickened and renewed by a 
ſupernatural energy, ſo we learn from the 
experience of the ſaints, that, even they, 
do not always attain to thoſe clear aitecting 
diſcoveries of the glories of immortality, 
and of their intereſt in them, with Which 
they are frequently favoured. This is a 
eircumſtance much to be regretted, as it is 
the cauſe Why, upon many occaſions, they 
act fo unſuitably to their character and 
zie ws. 13 
Were Chrifians as much under tl he in, | 
luence of theſe ſublime and animating 
proſpects as they ought — w ere their af- 
fections conſtantly fixed upon heavenly; 
objects — what à dignity of ſentiment 
vould this inſpire into their breaſts ? How ] 
vould every faculty of their ſouls be ele- 
ted and enlarged by it and how would 
he conſtant compariſon of thoſe great in- 
ulible realities, with the trifling vanities of 9 
ime, diminiſh; I had almoſtſaid; annihilate, 
heſe in their eſteem? Could the expect - 
. ant 
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ant of immortal bliſs, either pur ſue wich 


anxiety, or retain with eagerueſs, thy 
mean uncertain poſſeſſions of this tempo. 
rary ſcene, if he knew the ineſtimable 


| value of that inheritance which is in- 


corruptible and undefiled, and which 
** fadeth not away,“ which is reſerved for 


him in the heavens? Could he ever repine 


at any of the trials and ſufferings of this 
evil world, if he underſtood the mean- 
ing, and could make the comfortable ap- 


plication of what the ſcripture has de- 
clared, That « theſe light afflictions which 


« are. but for a moment, {hall work out 


for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


« weight of glory?” Or could he ever be 


F remiſs and inactive in his Chriſtian courſe, 
either ſeduced by the allurements, or in- 


timidated by the terrors with which he is 
here ſurrounded, if he perceived the ex- 


cellency of that glorious | cr which 1 I 


WW 


bung out before him? 

Goo the firft ages of Chriltdariith; where 
the diſciples of a deſpiſed Jeſus, were de- 
tached from the world, and lived viſibly as 


travellers to a heavenly country, and there 


you-ſhall behold the efficacy of this rs 


ciple difplayed in all its force: Theſe per 


ſons are reprefenced as having their eyes 
5 . intent 


{. 3 } 


ich intent upon heavenly objects; as wait- 
% ing for the coming of the Lord; “ and 
2 having their“ converſation in besen, 


RO. fr hn whence they looked for the Savi- 
8 C our.“ And what was the conſequence? 
en Do we not find them“ glorying in tribu- 
Cn „lation —rejoicing that they were count- 
ne « eq worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name 
vl © of Chriſt — and chearfully ſubmitting 
nl © 10 the ſpailing of their goods, Knowing 


p- 0 that they had in heaven A better and An | 


e- © enduring ſubſtance?” It was this that 
ch ſupported the venerable Stephen at his 
ll martyrdom, the firſt of the diſciples that 
Was honoured to ſeal his teſtimony with 


50 his blood: for he ſaw © the heavens open- 
i ; ed, and Jeſus ſtanding at the right hand 


« of Gad, ready to teceive him into thoſe 
the apoſtle Paul into paradiſe, here he 
« not lawful for a man to utter, had pro- 


+ he might finiſh his courſe with joy.“ 
This, indeed; ſeems to have raiſed his 1pi- 
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1 3 manſions. And the "rapture ' of 
5 N unſpeakable words, which it was 


bably no ſmall effect in making him not 
to count his lite dear to himſelf, hae 


ric ſo much, that perhaps he would ſcarce- 
Iy have confidered himſelf as an inhabitant 


of this lower world again, had it not deen 
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fer # thorn in the fleſh, the meſſenger 


k of Satan“ ſent, in mercy, to buffer 
* bjm,' leaſt he ſhould be exalted above 
ii meaſure. And though the Chriſtians at 
harge, even in that early period. were not 
to expect theſe extraordinary revelations, 
vet it. was by the very ſame diſcoveries 
laid, open to the eye of faith, that they 
were enabled to lead ſuch. a Holy and 
heavenly life upon the earth, and to make 
ſuch aſtoniſhing progreſs in every ſpirit- 
ual attainment, look ing for, and haſting 
<«. unto the coming of the day of God,“ till 
at length an entrance was miniſtered 
* UDto, them abundantly, into the ever- 


. lating. int gdm of our. Lord A Savie | 


6 our.“ | 

Ache. Ad alert Ces his ana ex» 
axppliticd: in after tines; by all who have 
betn under, the influence of this. heavenly 
temper. And what is the reaſon Why it is 
hot po as frequently- to be ſeen as ever? 
IS the glory of the new Jeruſalem already 


tarniſled with age; that it can no longer 


captixate the mind by its attractive luſtre? 
Is; thei deſcription of its magniſicence be- 


come urüntelligible; or the: promiſe of its 


Joys: uncertain ?. Or is the manifeſtation of 


the⸗ erm by. aber Ipirit leſs powerful and 


251. . opeßative 
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operative now than it was before ? None of 


theſe, I am perſuaded, the mot ignorant 
or thoughtleſs will imagine. The only 


reaſon is, that, too much engaged in the 
buſineſs of time, and having little to ani⸗ 


mate you, in the tempers of your fellow 
chriſtians around you, even when your 


views are extended io thoſe bleſsful regions, 


you are not careful enough to prevent the 


fumes of worldly paili on from riſing ts 


obſcure your proſpect; ant therefore yon 
feel little of the effects, and ſhew little of 


that elevated ſpirit which the conhant, rea- 


lizing, and delightful ſurvey of theſe un- 
paralleled glories, is fitted to produce. Are 
you then emulousof the character of thoſe 
antieac worthies? You mutt ſeek for it in 
the ſame way in which they obtained it. 
And you have both their example and the 


doctrine of the goſpel to inſtruct you, that 


it is one of the .priacipal means of __ 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and of 
living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
this preſent world, to be“ looking” con- 


tinually * for that bleſſed hope, and the 


® glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jus mit. 5 
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l now proceed to make. 2pplicarion of 


the truths which have been . 


ET firſt of i the is one melancho- 
1 1 reflection which will obtrude itſelf Upon 


the mind of every ſerious perſon. upon 
this occaſion ; and that is, the. prevalence 
of that corruption among us, both in 
principle and practice, f which the, a- 
poſtle, in the text; ſo ſrongly warns us 


io beware. It is an awful evidence. of. the | 
deep depravity of the human heart, that 
the doctrine of divine grace in. the golpel; 
though ſupported by preceding prophe- 


ſies, and confirmed by attending, miracles, 


was either diſcredited; or ſoon perverted, 


by the bulk of , thoſe to whom it was ori- 
ginally preached. But it brings, the maty 
ter” home to ourſelves, to Oblerye, that 


83 1 


when that heavenly li ght has been ſo-won- 
| derfully revived, which in the courſe of 
ſucteeding ages, had been al moſt totally 


extinguiſhed, we, appear to be but, little 
conducted by its benign direction "Where 


is now that telpect for the. Sabharh, that 


devout. attendance Upon the publie Wor- 
Tap; that regard to religion ini fämiles, 
and in fecret, which all the aged among 
us, who have any ſeats of theſe impor- 
, | tam 


* 1 


kant codeerns, ſpeak of with fo much 
feeling and regret; as the characteriſtical 
features of the former times? On the con- 
trary, is there not à ſpirit of diſfipationz | 
of luxury, of impiety, baneful in its ins 
fluence, both apon the preſent and the fu 
ture; that has pervaded every rank? L 
might even aſk, if this were a proper place 


for it; where is now that love of liberty; 


that true patriotiſm, , that fortitude 3 
magnanimity in the defence of our civil 
and religious privileges, for which our far 
thers were ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed? 
And when ſelfiſhneſs, debility; . and pro- 
fanetieſs; mark the character of, any pea- 
ple, is there not reaſon, to fear, t that veſſelg 
ſo prepared for deſtruction, may be made 
to experience that vengearice, hy which pro- 
vidence has often ſlie vn, that there is a Gay 
who reigneth ypgn the earth? arty acy 4 


In the ſecond place; The fubjeck x we © HY 
been treating, as it excites compaſſio n for 
tle xingodly, ſo it affords to every Faithful 
miniſter of Chriſt, an opportunity of ad- 
dreſſiag tlie call of the goſpel ro them. 
This ia preciſelyi in the ſpirit of the apoſile's 
diſegurſe. For he ſays. Of ſome have 
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others Mane with fear, pulling them out 
of the fine“ Miſerable ſouls! Often 


have I had oceaſion to call upon you in this 


particular, this alarming manner. I have 
addreſſed you by every argument, to mind 
the things that belong to your eternal peace. 
] have endeavoured even to expoſtulate 


wth you, upon the unreaſonableneſs and 


madneſs" of your behaviour. But I am 
deeply ſenſible that nothing but the pows 
er and Spirit: of God can ſtrike convicti- 
on into your heart. Sud'is the thought, 
that in che courſe of ſeven revolving years, 
many: impenitent ſinners, to whom this 
word'of- the kingdom has been preached, 
Are O gone to their place. But what 
mall T ay to vou who (HH remain? 1 
T pretend to no apoſtolical authority, to 
ſhake off the duſt of my feet againſt you. 


On the contrary,” I hope God has mercy 
reſerved for vou. But ſure I am, unlels 


this be the caſe; the" many calls of grace 


"Have refed. and the many -offets of 
Aleation you Rare refaſed; will be a ſw ift 


And terrible witneſs: againſt you, in the 
dae of the Lord; NotwitHſtanding, a con- 


cern for yd ur everlaſting welfare, as well 
as fidelity to the truſt committed to me, o- 


bliges me: onet more to beſeech you; 5 
— 8 the 


19 J 


the language of the holy Ghoſt, to turn 


from your iniquities, that you may live;“ 


and to “ ſlee for refuge, to lay hold on the 
% hope that is ſet before you. Awake 
thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee! light. 
% Behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
* hold now is the day of ſalvation. While; 
therefore, it is called to-da y, hearken tothe 
voice Ru Cue Ng Waden not 4 hearts.” 


Ces s 8 


50 ths * wore 1 ada improve "this 
fa bject, particularly, for the edifioarion and 
comfort of all real believers. Bretrhren, 
ir is a time of great and general « defection 
ia which we live. Therefore it is need- 
ful to exhort you, that you ſhould ears 
neſtly contend for the faith Which was 
once delivered to the ſaints and obſerve. 
there is not a better way,” either of re- 
eommending it to others, or of rendering : 
tprofitable and comfortable to yourſelves, 
than” by ſhewing, out of a good eon- 

verſation, your works; with tricekneſs: 

"of wiliah® T bes leave. therefore, to 
offeritwb or three atvices)®which'Ireckom 
of peculiar moment for you to attend to. 

ust, If yorwiſhto put in Practice the di- 
rections | you have been receiving, you 
ini E 2 mould 


r 


c 4 1 
Gould # re member. the gabbath day, to 


OY kerp it holy.” It is with ſorrow 1 again 


repeat, what I have often expreſſed in 


your hearing, that while that facred day 


is devoted, by ſome, entirely 60 the pur- 
poſes of recreation, or of riqt, the idea of 


Ats ſanctity, even by thoſe of whom better 


things might be ex 1s reftricted, in 


a great meaſure, to the. time of the public 
| Worſhip. This is zn opinion which we 
ſeem to have borrowed from our neigh- 

bouring church. And, Without entering 


into any controverſy upon that article, if 


51 mem would apply Se ſenſe to religi- 
on, as as they do to other things, they couid 


not but ſee it to be of very Hurtful conſe- 
quence.” What benefit can thoſe perſons 
"Feceive from the moſt excellent inttrudl 
ons that are delivered in public. Who, ay 
ſoon as they return. from the houſe of God, 
engage in idle yiſiting, and in vain conver- 
ation : How quickly will the truths they 
have been hearin 8 be forgotten, and every 
ſerious impreſſion Wear off their minds: 
And if exer it ſhould come o be the gene- 
ral cuſtam, to waſte theſe precious hours in 


indolence, or folly, what can be enpecte ed, 
- vim mat the great multitude, who have. lit- 
oe r of receiving ſpiritual ins 
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character which they profeſs as an ex: 
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F 


brian through the week, ſhould be 


ſunk in the moſt deplorable ignorance and 
vice. But were men careful to employ 
that ſacred day aright ; were they to im- 


prove it ag much for the purpoſes af reli- 


gion and eternity, as they improve: a fea- 


_ fon of adyantage for their worldly buſi- 


nels; ; what a change wonld it make upon 
the face'ef Chriſtianity among us? Then 


would they be built up in knowledge, and 


in holineſs, chemſelves, Then might they 
be ſuppoſed to carry a ſenſe of diving 
things about with them in their daily con- 
rerſation, and thereby exhibit more of the 


ample to others. And as that is the moſt 


5 convenient time for parents, and heads of 


families, to inſtill the principles of religi- 
on into the minds of thoſe who ate under 
their care, it would likewiſe be the happy 
occaſion | of tranſmitting | the goctrine of 
ſalvation; not in its meaning only, but in 


Its powerful Wilber; to pee gene- 


Fations, | j i 


Adly, If W with to ) feal the ibflatince, 


of the ſpirit and the faith of prayer; ſa 


as to maintain a conſtant intercourſe with 


— the age 2 watch 
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cilel Jou ought, upon no account, to 04 
Mit it at the regular returns of morning 
and evening, I you dognot keep theſe 
ſeaſons facies to devotion, but propoſe to 
put it off till afterwards, you ſhall meet 
With many occurrences, to make you ei- 
they] to hurry it over im properly, or 
10 neglect it altogether. Ie is not en ough, 
gwever, that you pay your adorations 
uno Ged. at theſe; returning ſeaſons“ 
Fou, ſhould likewiſe cliearfully embrace 
every, other, opportunity of drawing near 
unto him; and, yeur aſpirations ſhould 
be frequently aſcending to his; throne, e- 
ven while. you are engaged in your, ordi; 
nary buſineſs, But the principal advice L 
ha ve gocpffer upon this point is, that w hen 
vou go to e you ſhould che at pains 
$9compple; and prepare your minds : tes 
duch afolemn; eniployment. i Pes »{pmg 
un echeſſpent in fexious and deep metas 
tion he ſote qu enten upon it. kpdeayour 
to;get ygut hearts affected with a ſenſe of 
the majeſty of that God in whoſe preſence 
yearflafid; Think of his amazing conde- 
ſde nion in not onlylallowing, but inviting, 
tach worihleſs drcalüres to approach him. 
Andes enſider your o/ internal circum- 
ſtances c hal ſins * haxe'c committed 


812 | | . what | 


«= = © 
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what mercies you have received anc 
what wants you need to have fupplied. 
2 | This is an advice which was much incul- 
le Þ cared and exemplified by thoſe perſons of 
to the laſt age who went by the name of fu- 
& ritans, whoſe: characters, the more l exa- 
i- mine, the more l eſteem and admires And 
x || they are witneſſes to Poſteriey of its bene- 
1, 8 ficial conlequences. Indeed how can it 
s | be- ſuppoſed, © that a mind occupied” Wielt 
worldly cares, can be in a Taitable” frame 
for that ſpiritaal-Exercife. Therefore, un- . 
leſs it be prepared in the manner 5 75 has 
not been ſpecified, devotion, in mot 
caſes, can be nothing but an ecipey! form; 8 
without either N _ n to by: Ye | 
Py from it. 11. OF TIP 
Laſtly, Let me dezech you, who are 
the real diſciples of Chriſt, by frequent : 
godly conference together, to miniſter td 
each other's fpifitual benefit, and to be 
helpers of each other's joy. I kh that 
this is another very unfalhionäble agd 
obſolete practice which l am "arcefnpting 
to revive. Notwithſtanding, it is fo onge Þ 
ly founded, not only in ſcripture; but in 
man nature, and in the conduct of the 
world itſelt, that it is not eaſy to concæive 
E how the negle&v'of it can be vihdt dicated u- 
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